


para later the problmua ham been solwxi, we face the possibility that 
micmorganism resembling those on ourl?arthmybe found onHam. The 
interpretation of suoh a iWing will be aost difficult unlsss we ham 
mm asaurmaes that inadvertint cont&mtion iron earlier visits by 
ohs-way vehialas had been excluded. 

The, sam aonskterPtions apply to the aoon,althoughwe canhardlybeM.eve 
that thisis ahabitatior active life. The only war that spores might occur 
on the mm would be through intsrplanetary dismnimtion, as had been suggestid 
for ~pls by Arrbnius fiftq years ago. Your able mapatriot, A.1. Oparin 
has sumarizad t4w~ argunranb against awh a poesibilitp in hia recently rovissd 
book "Origin of Life on ths Igarth". His objections are ent&ely oonvincing, 
butIwouldb mryawryif th8 opportunity toraake ah sxperiumtal test 
were to be nsedlasaly spoiled. 

I an mncloshg mna materials suoh as cl3ppinge frm newapapere that may 
give you IOJIBB idea of the extenttowhich these ideas ham bean receivedin 
tlm U.S, In vim, however, of the pre-uakinatporsition held by the USSR in the 
production of artifiaial satellites of such a aaghibude that they could certainly 
be propdled t43 ahe 5uxm by your tuciating roctk8t mtors, the intersat of U.S. 
biologists iu this gusstionwillbe futilsuolesswe canmaks acommohcause 
with our fellow-saiantits in tha biological soicraces in the USSR. 

This partioular question, I should mention, is being taken up through 
more official &annela, for example by ths oamraittse whiohhas be~noommed 
by Florkin (Liege, Belgium). Howemr, ii suah groups are XlUtX to ham neaessary 
advies from miwobiologista, both as to the nature of possible problem, that 
nay not yet have becm thought of, ami as to the methods for their solution, 
it will be necessary to bring t3ms quastioaa to the attention of our many 
scientific colleagues. I have beva assured that Professor Florkin~a committee 
would welcoae suggestions fro0 fnany sourcea. 

One difficulty is that I have no way of knowing which soientista in ftussia 
nay be mmtinterestidin these qaestions. If you have an ocaasion to intro- 
dum them to Acadomioian Oparin, I would be very pleased to have his view8 also. 

I ha- O~LLI last favor to ask. I mst apologize for having essentially no 
knowledge of the Russian language, and unfortunately the facilities for trans- 
lation in this uo5munity are, I an sure, inferior to yours. Mywife has been 
sta6~ingRuesi.a~rmwntly,butwould have great difficultyatthis stage. If 
it is at all possible or conoenicnt, I would ask that we cmmmioate in Engliehl 
or in French or Germn if you would prefer either of these. 

I am sura that Dr. Heden would welcom your suggee tiona t18 to mierobiologiats 
inother oountsisawho&.ghtbe a&ad to participate In thodimuesions. Ido 
not kmu who elm aumg ths professional miarobiologhta in the U.S. would be 
Interested, butperhap during the mxtfew maths I can learn eomthing of them. 

Am you auquainted with Dr. K.V. Kossikov or Dr. N,D. Isrusalimsky of the 
Academy of S&nces? I had the good fortme to meet them at a ClBA confersncs 
in London, and hope youmay tmnamitmy regards if youknow them. 

ical Berntire! 
(lictnber, Sational Acedamy of Sciences, U.S.) 


